
Young Arts Report 2018


It was a special year, not only did we celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of our 
national society, NADFAS, we also got a new name -


With the new name came the liberating possibility of involvement in all the 
Arts and the Young Arts Team was determined to embrace it. More of that 
later, though, because we certainly didn’t abandon our long standing aims. 
For many years, we’ve sought, thanks to the generosity of society members, 
to provide extra resources and encouragement to enable young people to 
explore their artistic creativity. The activities we organise are often a 
collaboration with local teachers, thanks to the good relations we’ve forged  
together with them over the years.


We showcase the results regularly in the society’s “foyer frame” in the Arts 
Centre, where each month, in rotation, we display a different picture by a 
pupil from each of Cranleigh’s seven schools. Please don’t forget to have a 
look at them! Given that the artists range in age between five and eighteen, 
there’s certainly a great variety of artwork to admire.


 



The Young Arts Team is a hands-on group of five and in June we were asked 
to help at St Cuthbert Mayne Primary School’s Arts Week. The pupils were 
studying various aspects of the famous painting by Joseph Wright of Derby 
“The Experiment of the Bird in the Air Pump”. 

We know the school quite well, even so we felt honoured to be allowed to 
take a whole day’s lessons on the theme of portraiture. 


	 	 	 	 	 	 

Our team member Sue had been a Year 6 
teacher herself, so she planned a brilliant 
morning for the school’s Year 6. There 
was much discussion about the painting, 
especially the way the various characters 
reacted to the experiment with the bird. 
After that it was time for another 
experiment, this time in portraiture, using 
the proportions of the face to draw 
chosen characters from the painting. 


Of course, some of these were more 
successful than others, but what was 
apparent was the improvement in the 
positioning of the facial features.


 



The shorter afternoon session was with Year 5, this time led by Pat, but it 
followed a similar pattern. There was lively conversation about the emotional 
responses depicted in the painting and the children had great fun trying to 
enact those expressions themselves. It was explained how the artist had 
added drama to the painting by the use of chiaroscuro. When it was the 
pupils’ turn to draw a face, the majority chose the little girl’s. As the two 
faces below demonstrate, the lesson on how to create the effect of shading  
had really rubbed in - and rubbed off on little fingers as well!




All five members of our 
Young Arts team were 
kept busy throughout 
the sessions, but we 
a n d t h e c h i l d r e n 
certainly had fun while 
we worked. 


Unfortunately we have 
no photographs of the 
children that day, but 
t h e y a n d t h e s t aff 
thanked us all for joining 
them for an Arts Week 
“special”.


*


In November, we held our annual Schools’ Art Exhibition. It’s always a busy 
time, collecting, framing and hanging the show. All seven schools took part 
and the Arts Centre’s gallery and glass cabinet were a colourful testament to 
the creativity of our local children and teenagers.


 



Artwork by some of Cranleigh’s youngest pupils was displayed alongside 
paintings from Cranleigh School’s “A” Level students, Glebelands School’s 
GCSE Art Class and from St Joseph’s Trust, so the mix was exhilarating.


Park Mead Primary School took World War I as its theme and produced a 
striking collection of charcoal wartime drawings. 


This was appropriate since the 
exhibition was timed to coincide 
with the centenary of the 1918 
Armistice. Park Mead School 
also produced some beautiful 
papier maché poppies, which 
were d isplayed a longside 
Cranleigh Preparatory School’s 
br i l l iant b i rd models and 
Cranleigh Primary School’s 
dramatic and authentic looking 
Egyptian masks.

 





*


Now we want to tell you about our team’s biggest achievement of 2018 and 
one we’re very proud of. This year The Arts Society nationally marked fifty 
years of encouraging young people to embrace the Arts and we could think 
of no better way to highlight that than by uniting all Cranleigh’s seven 
schools in an evening of celebration, remembrance and hope to coincide 
with the centenary of the 1918 Armistice.


So we planned a concert to focus on the role music, drama and poetry play 
in understanding the past and fostering in young people a sense of 
community, that’s crucial for future peace. Thankfully all the schools agreed. 


That’s not to say that the organisational aspects of the concert were easy. 
Coordinating the event, at the same time as the art show, meant months of 
liaising with twenty different, wonderful, but very busy teachers. Tenacity was 
needed, but with great goodwill on all sides - magnificent support from the 
teachers and invaluable help from Arts Centre staff -  everything fell into 
place on the evening of the 9th November.


Fifty seven performers, their teachers and families packed the auditorium, so 
there was a real buzz of excitement and anticipation in the air. The Young 
Arts team was on hand to ensure everything ran smoothly and on cue. With 
so many children involved, it was a mammoth task. 


 



Cranleigh Prep. School’s splendid Chamber Choir opened the programme 
with three beautiful songs, delightfully sung.  


Two ta lented young 
poets from Park Mead 
P r i m a r y  S c h o o l 
followed, reciting their 
own moving poems of 
remembrance. 


 



There were two original sketches: one entitled “The Evacuees” from 
Cranleigh Primary School’s drama club, in which the girls enacted the 
upheaval of separation and the adjustment to a new environment. The other 
sketch came from St Cuthbert Mayne Primary School and dramatised a 
soldier’s letters home and his taking part in the Christmas “truce” of 1914, 
when soldiers on opposing sides sang carols and played football together.




………………and here they are, acting their parts.

No one forgot their lines and they well deserved 
the delighted applause they received when they all 
took their bow.










As an interlude in the live performances, St Joseph’s Specialist 
Trust showed an uplifting short film, shot during the school’s Arts 
Week. It vividly illustrated how valuable art can be as a means of 
expression for young people with very complex needs.


 



Glebelands School’s top drama class 
intrigued spectators with two masked  
mimes, both focussing on the basic human 
need for friendship in an often unfriendly 
world. It was a thought provoking message. 


This very talented violinist from Cranleigh 
School gave a bravura rendition of the 
hugely challenging “Gigue” from Bach’s 
Partita No 2. The Arts Centre’s coloured 
spotlights served only to highlight her truly 

breathtaking performance. 


No fewer than twelve poems, 
s o m e re fl e c t i v e , o t h e r s 
humorous, were interspersed 
throughout the evening.  
These were written by poets 
from all Cranleigh’s schools, 
here being congratulated by the President of Cranleigh Lions.


The truly memorable evening finished, as it began, with a final set of songs 
from Cranleigh Prep. School’s wonderful Chamber Choir. It also brought to 
an end our activities for 2018. For us, this unique occasion was the   
culmination of another challenging, but rewarding, Young Arts year.


The Young Arts Team: Pat Morgan, Felicity Kemp, Heather Head, Carole Lewis, Sue Pescodd, 
who wish to thank the Arts Centre’s Peter Hunt, Paul Grover and Angela Hardman for their help. 

 



 


